
English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) Instruction

The Tutorium in Intensive English (Tutorium/TIE) is pleased to provide an alternative to TOEFL and IELTS tests for admission to the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) in a form of a proficiency assessment interview, the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA). 

Procedures:
1) To take the ELPA, students must be referred to the Tutorium by Programs for International Partnerships (PIP). Student will email Lina Luo (lluo1@uic.edu )
with student name, email address and the program being applied for.

2) After the student submits application documents and completes the payment of the credential evaluation fee, PIP will be able to enter students’ information and upload the applications to UIC admission system. 

3) PIP will send test participants’ information to TIE. TIE staff will verify with admissions that the student is eligible and then contact the student to schedule an assessment interview. 

4) The cost of ELPA is $135. Payment should be made online a minimum of 2 days before the assessment interview. Payment instructions will be sent to the students by the ELPA coordinator after an assessment interview date and time have been arranged.

Description:
The English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) evaluates the student’s reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in social and academic contexts in order to establish whether the student’s language proficiency is sufficient for admission to UIC.

Format:
The ELPA is conducted in the form of a virtual interview. It takes approximately 45 minutes and consist of three parts:
PART I: CONVERSATIONAL SPEAKING (5-7 minutes)
1. The student answers general questions about familiar topics.
2. The student is given a task and asked to speak about it for approximately 60-90 seconds.
PART II: READING AND WRITING (25-30 minutes)
1. The student is asked to read a short academic passage and summarize it in writing.
2. The student is asked questions about the passage and answers them orally.
PART III: ACADEMIC SPEAKING AND LISTENING (5-7 minutes)
The students and the interviewer discuss the topic of the reading passage.

Outcomes of ELPA tests

It is important to know that taking the ELPA does not guarantee an applicant will be accepted to UIC or the program of their choice. Students will receive the results of the assessment in a form of a letter. The letter will state whether the student possesses the English language proficiency required for UIC admission. Contract-based program participants may retake the test sooner than 90 days provided that they demonstrated language study; the ELPA administrator will determine eligibility on a case-by-case basis. 


